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Dear Councillor 
 
Council 
 
Please note that, in error, two copies of the report of the Chair of Rochdale 
Township Committee have been included on the agenda pack for the Council 
meeting next Wednesday, 15th July and the report of the Chair of Pennines 
Township Committee has been omitted. 
 
Therefore please find attached the report of the Chair of Pennines Township 
Committee (item 11 (L).  
 
Apologies for this error. 
  
 
 
Yours Faithfully 

 
 

David Wilcock 
Head of Legal and Governance Reform 
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Rochdale Borough Council 
 

COUNCIL 
 

Wednesday, 15th July 2015 at 6.15 pm 
 

Council Chamber - Rochdale Town Hall 
 
 

   Item 11(l) - The report of the Chair of Pennines Township Committee 



ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

PENNINES TOWNSHIP CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY, 15
th
 JULY 2015 

 

 
Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Pennines Township. 
 
Highways 
The Highways Service has agreed the capital programme for 2015/16 and completed all 
outstanding work on the Highway Investment Programme (HIP) by the end of March 2015. 
These schemes will deliver improved traffic flow through the Pennines villages. The 
Elizabethan Way Cycle scheme and signalisation is now complete.  
 
The following highway and structure schemes are part of the capital programme for 
2015/16 
 

• Smallbridge & Firgrove Rochdale Road (A640) Classified Firgrove Bridge Willows 
Lane Carriageway Resurfacing 

• Littleborough Lakeside Timbercliffe Unclassified Punchbowl Bridge Estate entrance 
Carriageway Resurfacing 

• Milnrow & Newhey Wildhouse Lane Classified Full length Full length Carriageway 
Structural Patching 

• Littleborough Lakeside Howard Way Unclassified Drake Road Cul de sac Footway 
Slurry Seal 

• Littleborough Lakeside Norfolk Close Unclassified Drake Road Cul de sac Footway 
Slurry Seal 

• Littleborough Lakeside Raleigh Gardens Unclassified Hawkins Way Cul de sac 
Footway Slurry Seal 

• Littleborough Lakeside Sydney Gardens Unclassified Drake Road Cul de sac 
Footway Slurry Seal 

• Littleborough Lakeside Hawkins Way Unclassified Drake Road Raleigh Gardens 
Footway Slurry Seal 

• Littleborough Lakeside Frobisher Road Unclassified Drake Road Drake Road 
Footway Slurry Seal 

• Littleborough Lakeside Drake Road Unclassified Barnes Meadows Barnes 
Meadows Footway Slurry Seal. 

• Todmorden Road Retaining Walls 3 and 4 
Regular updates will provided through meeting s between highways and members 
throughout the year. 
 
Library Service 
Libraries are being well used across the Pennines Township, particularly to support 
customers in the following priority areas: Health and Wellbeing; skills, jobs and business 
support; reading and literacy; digital inclusion; early years and stronger families; preventing 
social isolation – particularly with the elderly. 
 
Every library in the Township now offers free Wi-Fi, as well as free Internet access. IT 
Training sessions are also held every week at every library in the Township. 
 
Smallbridge Library is used by Youth Services to reduce anti-social behaviour in the area, 
there are 2 well attended youth sessions held outside of usual library opening hours. In 
June, a small meeting room was built within Smallbridge Library.  This will allow for 
confidential 1:2:1 interviews, particularly from partner organisations such as Big Life, and 
for Councillor Surgeries. Big Life now uses Smallbridge Library with their clients every 
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Wednesday when the library is ‘closed’.   
 
The upstairs meeting room at Milnrow has not been accessible for many, many years.  It 
becomes available to use again this Summer.  The room can be used both within and 
outside library opening hours by community groups. 
 
 
Youth Service 
The health and well-being agenda continues to be developed in Smallbridge, Hamer and 

Belfield including items such as mental health and men’s health agenda. The youth service 

team has continued to deliver sessions for young people relating to alcohol and drug 

awareness, healthy relationships and the benefits of stopping smoking. 

 

After initially learning how to maintain mountain bikes, which were kindly donated by GMP, 

young people from Smallbridge have progressed with the cycling theme, they are now 

participating in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award on bikes for which they have recently 

conducted an overnight practice expedition. They have also been working on the road 

safety programme which is funded via the Police Participatory Budget. A discussion 

recently took part involving youths across the Township on their priority issues; this is in 

preparation for the next Pennines Question Event which is due to be held on the 1st July 

2015. This group shall then also continue to prepare for the forthcoming Smallbridge Area 

Youth Forum.   

             

Detached sessions take place on Monday and Thursday from 6.00-9.00pm in Wardle, 

Great Howarth and Green Meadow areas. Drop in sessions are delivered at Wardle 

Academy which link youth work detached sessions and centre based sessions with the 

Early Help agenda in schools. Young people from the school are hoping to take part in 

Wardle fete with youth workers. 

The mobile unit has been up at Stansfield and Littleborough on Tuesday evenings between 

6.00 and 9.00pm and does a split session.  

 

Young people at Milnrow Youth Centre have been looking at relationships, mental health, 

sexual health, self-image and have produced artwork on this which is displayed in the 

youth centre. They are also working on forum activities and planning the Question Time 

event in July. They are looking at topics that affect young people such as transport fares, 

sexual health and safety. Milnrow Youth Centre is open from 6.00-9.00pm on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday. 

 

On Friday evening the detached team work around the Pennines in areas of concern 

relating to anti-social behaviour.  Officers have been working with young people at Hare 

Hill Park tackling issues around cannabis use due to complaints received from the 

community. Work has also been undertaken with Early Break, resulting in a really good 

session with young people around ‘legal Highs’. Other areas where detached work has 

been concentrated are in Milnrow Park and Milnrow in general due to an increase in ASB 
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in the area. 

Community Safety 
Milnrow and Newhey – There have been complaints received from members of the 
Community in late April regarding a privately owned vehicle on private land to the rear of 
Dale St which was attracting ASB.  The van was being used as a den which included 
youths drinking alcohol & smoking cannabis inside it, homeless people sleeping inside the 
van then urinating on the neighbour’s property, petrol had been poured inside causing a 
serious risk to life and fire risk to properties, excessive noise.  A joint agency approach was 
taken involving Community Safety, GMP & Youth Services conducting house visits to 
gather information and reassure residents that the van would be removed.  Community 
Safety contacted Strategic Housing who had powers to serve Section 215 on the owner of 
the van and private land and it has now been successfully resolved.  Meanwhile one young 
person has been identified as persistently troublesome and has attended a Warning 
Interview with Community Safety and GMP where other appropriate interventions have 
been identified. 
 
CCTV at Milnrow Memorial Park has been thoroughly checked following Councillor 
Butterworth’s concern that it may have not been working.  The camera lens had become 
obscured due to general dirt and spider webs causing the equipment to default.  This has 
been rectified and all the equipment was in working order in time for the Milnrow & Newhey 
Carnival event.  The camera to the rear of the Free Trade pub had not been reported as 
faulty but on inspection was found to have had wires cut.  We are currently reviewing this 
camera and considering another option dependent upon costings which will ensure 
coverage of the children’s play park and the skate park. 
 
There are ongoing ASB, Neighbour Nuisance cases which Community Safety are working 
in partnership with GMP to resolve. 
 
CCTV deployments are regularly reviewed regarding installations/ removals / repairs which 
is a complex and time consuming operational task involving external bodies including Eon, 
Landlords of private properties, tenants, owners etc. 
 
Community News 
 
Littleborough and Wardle Community Meeting  
The inaugural meeting took place in June and was attended by GMP, Councillors and 
Council Officers, members of the public and local businesses. Crime, anti-social behaviour 
and road safety were the main discussion points and priorities. Positive feedback was 
received following the meeting; the meetings will be held on a quarterly basis.  
 
Milnrow Library  
Progress has been made in gaining public access to the upstairs at Milnrow Library, 
following minor remedial work, it is envisaged that the room will be open for use in the next 
couple of months.   
 
Wardle Football Club 
The Club are working hard to ensure grassroots football remains a local facility that is 
accessible to everyone. Through the help of a Township Grant the club have purchased 
portakabins which will allow them to continue playing junior football at home. The Club are 
working closely with Council Officers to ensure their future within Wardle. 
 
Poppy Picnics 
Hare Hill Park hosted its first Poppy Picnic which raised funds for The Royal British Legion. 
The community came out in force to support the event and to place their hand made 
poppies in the poppy river. The event was organised by Friends of Hare Hill Park with 
poppy making workshops being held prior at Littleborough Library and Star Tree Studios.   
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Armed Forces Week  
Flags were raised in Milnrow Memorial Park and at Littleborough Cenotaph to mark the 
start of Armed Forces Week. The Township is proud to be able to offer our support to the 
Armed Forces Community and welcomed the attendance by serving Officers and Veterans 
at the events. 
  
Pennines Events Calendar 
The calendar has been re-launched and is once again proving popular within the 
community. It is an opportunity for community and voluntary groups to promote the many 
events and activities on offer. It is produced quarterly; the next edition is due out in August. 
 
Smallbridge Growing Project 
Lettuce, Cabbage, Onions, carrots are amongst the vegetables that are being grown at the 
raised garden bed outside Smallbridge Library. Young people have helped to prepare the 
soil, plant the seeds and vegetables, they also assist in regularly watering the area. The 
Project, funded by Pennines Township, is helping the young people respect the area in 
which they live, it is intended that a meal will be made with the produce when it is 
harvested for everyone to enjoy. 
 
Councillor Hussain 
Pennines Township Chair 
 
Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township 
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